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Visits, visitors & special events 
During this term the children will have the fantastic opportunity to visit London and take part in a workshop in the Houses of Parliament as well as see the sights of our capital city and enjoy a theatre production in the West End.  
Art & Design Technology 
In Art, the children will be investigating the artist style of Andy Goldsworthy.  They will use natural elements from around the school grounds to produce sculptures and will use digital images in addition to sketching to present their work.  In DT, we will be designing and making rainforest animal puppets.  The children will choose a suitable textile, measure their fabric accurately and develop their sewing skills to join materials and add detail to their design.  

Computing 
In Computing, the children will be learning to create logos using Purple Mash.  They will learn to use 2Logo which is a text-based coding language used to control an on-screen marker to create mathematical patterns.  In addition, internet safety will be taught each half-term to ensure the children understand how to conduct themselves online, how to report any inappropriate content and ultimately how to stay safe online.  
Music 
This term, the children will be learning how some traditional music around the world use a ‘pentatonic’ scale (only five notes).  Later in the term they will use body percussion to reflect the moods in the rainforest.  They will learn how to make vocal sounds accurately and with appropriate force and tone to add impact and effect to their final pieces.  

Personal, Social, Citizenship & Health Education
The children will develop an understanding of how the media influences decisions using tactics such as persuasive TV adverts and how they can make responsible choices.  The children will be participating in Sex and Relationships Education lessons this term.
Physical Education 
This term, the children will be fortunate enough to receive specialist gymnastic coaching for their PE lessons.  The children will focus on building on gymnastic skills learnt in Year Three.  Later in the term, we will also be having weekly swimming lessons.  
French
In French, we will continue to apply our previous learning about greetings and using our manners in French.  The children will then learn to use the numbers from 0-20 and play French playground games.
Religious Education
This term, we will be focusing on Christianity and the children will learn about parables and why these were used.  Later in the term, they will be learning about the Easter story and understanding the messages and symbols linked to the story.





 
Geography
This term, we will be learning about rainforests with a focus on before and after deforestation.  The children will research information and create graphs about the rainfall and temperature of a rainforest.  They will gain an understanding of the consequences of the human impact on the rainforests and the loss of habitat for the indigenous animals.  They will identify the Tropic of Cancer and Tropic of Capricorn on a globe and understand that most tropical rainforests fall within these regions.
Science 
This term, the children will be ‘Rock Detectives’ and will focus on classifying rocks according to their properties.   The children will describe how a fossil is formed when things that have been living are trapped within rock.  
During the second half of the term, our focus will be understanding how we need light to see things, recognising that shadows are formed when a light source is blocked by a solid object and investigating patterns in the way the size of a shadow changes. 

Maths 
This term, Year 4 will be continuing to use the formal written methods of column addition and subtraction.  We will be looking at when it is necessary to use a written method and when it is quicker to calculate mentally.  The children will then continue to learn their times tables; all of them to 12 x 12 in preparation for their multiplication check.  Initially, children will use resources to support their understanding before moving to formal written methods.  Knowing these number facts will be vital as the children will then apply this to using written methods for both multiplication and division.  As much as possible questions/discussions link to everyday context to help the children understand how much we all use maths daily. We will finish the term by looking at fractions.  Homework will continue to consolidate the recall of times tables.
English
In Spring Term, we will be using ‘The Fossil Girl’ as our stimulus for writing.  The book follows the journey of Mary Anning (one of our Amazing Brits) on her dinosaur discovery.  Our writing outcome will be to write her journal describing the events leading to her finding the first Ichthyosaur. The children will be able to make links with their learning from our ‘Rock Detectives’ Science lessons.  Spelling and grammar sessions are interwoven through our English lessons, and spellings form part of weekly homework. 
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