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DATES FOR THE DIARY
November
Thur 16t - Flu vaccinations (nasal spray) Rec to Y6
Fri |1 7th = Own clothes for Children in Need,
£1 suggested donation please. See Page 2.
December
Wed 6th — PTA Christmas Discos! 3:15 — 4:15 (Rec &
KSI) & 4:30 — 5:30 (KS2)
Tue |2th — 9:15am Butterfly & Reception Xmas Performance
10:15am KSI (Y1 & Y2) Xmas Performance

Wed |3th — |:15pm Butterfly & Reception Xmas Performance

2:15pm KSI (Y1 & Y2) Christmas Performance
Thur 14th — Christmas Jumper & Christmas Dinner
Day. £1 suggested donation to charity
Fri 15th — 9am & 2:30pm KS2 Carol Concert
3:15pm ALL FINISH FOR CHRISTMAS
January
Tue 2nd — INSET DAY — School closed to pupils

Wed 3rd — ALL pupils back for spring term

Residentials: please put these dates in your diary:

Year 4 Residential to London: 2 1st — 22nd March 2024
Year 2 Residential to Tattenhall: 3rd — 4t July 2024

Year 6 Residential to Min-y-Don: 8t — 12t July 2024

FLU VACCINATION DEADLINE

Please complete the online application form by
Monday 13" November if you would like your
child to have the flue spray. This is when the NHS
will close the form. The information on your
email contains the code for our school, which you
will need when you provide consent.

PTA DISCO TICKETS FOR SALE

From Monday, Christmas Disco tickets will be on
sale on the playgrounds and at the main office.

Wednesday 6" December
3:15-4:15 (Rec & KSI) 4:30 — 5:30 (KS2)
£1.50 per ticket, which includes a drink and snack.

ATTENDANCE

Huge congratulations to Miss Underwood’s class, who
have remined above national (96%) with their class
attendance every week since September! This is an
exceptional achievement and means that the pupils in
this class have accessed every opportunity available to
them at The Acorns so far this autumn term!

We currently have over 60 pupils however, who have
attended school less than 90% of the term so far,
which is, on average, half a day absent each week! This
is 2 classes of pupils who have not accessed their right
to a full education. #attendancematters

FOOTBALL #TEAMACORNS

The Acorns are Football mad at the moment! Not
only did our #TeamAcorns team, which included
lots of pupils who don’t usually get the chance to
play, have a great match against William Stockton
earlier this week, but our Y5/6 Football stars
were also in action this week. Next week, there
are 2 football competitions for girls in years 3,4,5
& 6. We continue to do everything we can to
ensure equal access to football for all!

Well done to our Rights Respecting Ambassadors who
have come up with a super theme for our Dress Down
Day for Children In Need! See page 2 for details...
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wear clothes which represent the REAL YOU
for a suggesteon donation of £1




At Natlonal Onfine Safety, we belleve in empowering parents, carers and trusted aduits with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with thelr children, should they feel
Itis nesded. This gulde focuses on one of many lssuss which we belleve trusted aduits should be aware of, Pisase visit www nationaloniinesafety.com for further guldes, hints and tips for aduits.

What Parents & Carers Need to Know about

o)

ROUP CHATS 7

Occurringithrough meswging uppt onisaciallmedialand injonline/gamesy Q?‘I![,“d};‘ﬁ':ﬂ?‘ [@amongithe!
.‘ﬁ at youn Catli definitiony

ostipopularways t
threelorimore mdlv

\WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

BULLYING

Unkind e

are purpoaoly oimod atan Imﬂvldunl

can be shared freely in a group chat ~

allowing and often encouraging others

to join in the bullying behaviour. if this
ontent is lha ina lo p of their peers
onpeclauy u %a . it serves to

hurt, embarrassment, anxiety

llolctlon that the victim feels.

interests or members of a club to communicate
also leave young people feeling excluded a

EXCLUSION AND ISOLATION

This common Issue with grou chats can ‘
happen in several ways: sta ng‘
group, for instance, but doll ely excluding
a certain child. Likewise, the chat may take
place on an app wh\ch one child doesn't have
access to, meanin cwn 't be involved. A

child can also feel isol when a group chat is
used to discuss or share images from an event
that everyone else but them attended.

INAPPROPRIATE CONTENT

Some discussions in group chats may
include inueproprlate words, swearing and
These could be

vlmd your ehild if they are part of that

go r they actively engage in it or not.

s Some chat apps have a disappea message
function, so Kour child may be unable to report

_ something they’ve seen because it can only be
viewed once or for a short time.
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Group chats are often an arena for
your:? people to gain social status. This |
could cause thom to do or say things on *
impulse, which could upset others in tho N\,
group. Encourage your child to consider how ™
other ple might feel if they engaged in this

ur. If your child does upset a member of

em gth andctld‘l: f°
P'-" y pologise

PRACTISE SAFE SHARING

rt them to reach out, show

for their mistake.

In any online communication, it’s vital for b
young people to be aware of what they'ro

sharing and who might potentially see l\ -

Discuss the importance of not r-voolin

identifiable details like their address, their

school or photos that they wouldn't Ifke to be

soen widely. Remind them that once somethi

is shared in a group, they lose control of where it

may end up and how it might be used.
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Meet Qur Expert

Dr Claire Sutheriand is an online safety consuitant, educator
and researcher who has developed ond implemented
anti-bullying and cyber safety policies for schools. She has
written various academnic papers and carried out research for
the Australian government comparing Internet use and sexting
behaviour of young people in the UK, USA and Australica

n ‘g\ggaleangog‘ with'

groups allow users to

m

images) Gﬁﬁl@
'shared

people

dicoordinateiactivities;, they: can
bullied EGD‘;’IEII] ‘providing

SHARING GROUP CONTENT

It’s Important to remember that -~ while the
content of the privat: n those
in the group - individual users can ":t“xm
share a message, photo or video with
outside of the lrou&of screenshot what's been

osted. The ri mething your chl
ntended as private lng public (and
potentially goln viral) is higher if there are
people they don know well in the group.
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Within larger Erou chats, it's more
likely your child be eommunlcoﬁng
with pooplo the don't ua know. These
strangers m: the host, but
not necessari Mondly towurd your child.
It’s wise for uung le not to share
personal d npd.gg:y aware that they have
no control over the messages and images they
share after they‘ve put them online.
2z
A drawback of large group chats Is the
sheer number of cations. Every time
someons in the group messages, your child’s
device will be pg\god with an alert: potentially,
this could mean hundreds of notltlcoﬁons a day.

Not only is this distract| but youn
poop!o s fear ofmgltznq outon Iatoygt .

en time as
they try to knp up wlm the ehet.
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) Advice for Parents & Carers way

GIVE SUPPORT, NOT JUDGEMENT

Remind your child that they can confide In ou if
they feel builied or excludedina g roug

instead of responding to the person who's uput
them. Validate their hurt feel nga and help

to put them back in control by discussing

how they‘d like to handle the situation.

On a related note, you could also

empower your child to speak up if they're

in a chat where others are being picked on.

AVOID INVITING STRANGERS

Scldlr , many individuals online hide their
true identity !o in a child’s trust - for
oxample, to or information on them,

to exchange nap ropriate content or to coax
them into doing things they aren’t comfortable
with. Ensure your child understands why they
shouldn’t add people they don't know to a group
chat - and, especially, to never accept a group
chat invitation from a stranger.

BLOCK, REPORT AND LEAVE \

If your child is in a chat where
muppnmv’luto content is being shared,
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advise them to block the users sonding i
the material, report them to the host uml
s

or platform and exit the group. If any o

content could be putting a minor at risk,
contact the police. Emphasise to your child that
it’s OK for them to nmplr leave any group chat
that they don‘t feel comfortable being a part of.

SILENCE NOTIFICATIONS

Having a phone or tablet bombarded with
notifications from a group chat can be a
maulvo irritation and distraction -

especially if it's hopponing late ln the
oevening. Explain to your child that they
can still be part of t &oup chat, but that it
would be mnhlor 'or turn off or
mute the notifications and catch up with the
conversation at a time which better suits them.
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Users of this guide do 8o at their own discretion. No liability s entered into. Current as of the date of release: 27.04.2022




